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"EDWARDS. CURTIS: THE INDIAN VENUS" 
EXHIBITION AT USD FOUNDERS GALLERY 
"Edward S. Curtis: The Indian Venus," an exhibition drawn 
from Edward Curtis' photographic study of America's native civil-
izations, will be held at the University of San Diego's Founders 
Gallery from September 21 to October 21. 
Admission is free to Founders Gallery which is open on weekdays 
from noon to 5:00 p.m., and on Wednesdays from noon to 9:00 p . m. 
Fifty gold-toned photographs comprise the exhibition selected 
from USD's complete collection, "North American Indians," the 
monumental work of pioneer western photographer Edward Sheriff 
Curtis (1868-1952). Amassed by Curtis between 1907 and 1920, the 
full study includes 1500 prints and was limited to 500 editions. 
"The Indian Venus" depicts a seldom recognized theme of Curtis' 
work. According to Therese Whitcomb, art professor and Gallery 
director, "The exhibition is a synthesis of what, in Curtis' 
judgment, must have been the epitomy of beauty among native Americans 
at the end of the century." 
In order to document the dignity and valor of what he believed 
to be a vanishing civilization, Curtis visited with western tribes 
and took over 40,000 gold-tone plates. Professor Whitcomb relates, 
"Curtis labored patiently among the western tribes, earning their 
trust in order to record with imagination, sound composition and the 
best of current methods, a culture which was then endangered." 
Theodore Roosevelt, a great admirer of Curtis, wrote the 
forward to the accompanying twenty volume study. The Pierport 
Morgan Foundation sponsored its publication. 
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